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Banned and/or Challenged Books1 

1. Catch-22, by Joseph Heller 
• Minarcini v. Strongsville (Ohio) City School District, 541 F.2d 577 (6th Cir. 1976): The 

Strongsville City Board of Education rejected faculty recommendations to purchase Joseph 
Heller's Catch-22 and Kurt Vonnegut's God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater and ordered the removal of 
Catch-22 and Vonnegut's Cat's Cradle from the library. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit ruled against the School Board, upholding the students' First Amendment right to receive 
information and the librarian's right to disseminate it. "The removal of books from a school library 
is a much more serious burden upon the freedom of classroom discussion than the action found 
unconstitutional in Tinker v. Des Moines School District." 

• Banned in Strongsville, OH (1972), but the school board's action was overturned in 1976 by a U.S. 
District Court in Minarcini v. Strongsville City School District. 

• Challenged at the Dallas, TX Independent School District high school libraries (1974); in 
Snoqualmie, WA (1979) because of its several references to women as "whores." 
 

2. Harry Potter, by J.K. Rowling 
• Counts v. Cedarville School District, 295 F.Supp.2d 996 (W.D. Ark. 2003): The school board 

of the Cedarville, Arkansas school district voted to restrict students' access to the Harry Potter 
books, on the grounds that the books promoted disobediance and disrespect for authority and dealt 
with witchcraft and the occult. As a result of the vote, students in the Cedarville school district 
were required to obtain a signed permission slip from their parents or guardians before they would 
be allowed to borrow any of the Harry Potter books from school libraries. The District Court 
overturned the Board's decision and ordered the books returned to unrestricted circulation, on the 
grounds that the restrictions violated students' First Amendment right to read and receive 
information. In so doing, the Court noted that while the Board necessarily performed highly 
discretionary functions related to the operation of the schools, it was still bound by the Bill of 
Rights and could not abridge students' First Amendment right to read a book on the basis of an 
undifferentiated fear of disturbance or because the Board disagreed with the ideas contained in the 
book. 
 

3. The Jungle, by Upton Sinclair 
• Banned from public libraries in Yugoslavia (1929). Burned in the Nazi bonfires because 

of Sinclair's socialist views (1933). 
• Banned in East Germany (1956) as inimical to communism.  
• Banned in South Korea (1985). 

 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  This information has been taken directly from the American Library Association’s webpages entitled 
“Banned and/or Challenged Books from the Radcliffe Publishing Course Top 100 Novels of the 20th 
Century” and “Notable First Amendment Court Cases.” Please see the following links for more 
information: 

http://www.ala.org/bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/classics/reasons 

intfreedom/censorshipfirstamendmentissues/courtcases 
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/censorshipfirstamendmentissues/courtcases 
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4. To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee 
• Challenged in Eden Valley, MN (1977) and temporarily banned due to words "damn" and 

"whore lady" used in the novel. 
• Challenged in the Vernon Verona Sherill, NY School District (1980)  as a "filthy, trashy novel." 
• Challenged at the Warren, IN Township schools (1981) because  the book does "psychological 

damage to the positive integration process" and "represents  institutionalized racism under the 
guise of good literature." After unsuccessfully trying to ban Lee's novel, three black parents 
resigned from the township human relations advisory  council. 

• Challenged in the Waukegan, IL School District (1984) because the novel uses the  word "nigger." 
• Challenged in the Kansas City, MO junior high schools (1985). Challenged at  the Park Hill, MO 

Junior High School (1985) because the novel "contains profanity and  racial slurs." Retained on a 
supplemental eighth grade reading list in the Casa Grande, AZ  Elementary School District (1985), 
despite the protests by black parents and the National  Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People who charged the book was unfit for junior high use. 

• Challenged at the Santa Cruz, CA Schools (1995) because of its racial themes.  Removed from the 
Southwood High School Library in Caddo Parish, LA (1995) because the book's language and 
content were objectionable. 

• Challenged at the Moss Point, MS School District (1996) because the novel contains a racial 
epithet. Banned from the Lindale, TX advanced placement English reading list (1996) because the 
book "conflicted with the values of the community." 

• Challenged by a Glynn County, GA (2001) School Board member because of profanity. The novel 
was retained. Returned to the freshman reading list at Muskogee, OK High School (2001) despite 
complaints over the years from black students and parents about racial slurs in the text. 

• Challenged in the Normal, IL Community High School's sophomore literature class (2003) as 
being degrading to African Americans. 

• Challenged at the Stanford Middle School in Durham, NC (2004) because the 1961 Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel uses the word "nigger."   

• Challenged at the Brentwood, TN Middle School (2006) because the book contains “profanity” 
and “contains adult themes such as sexual intercourse, rape, and incest.”  The complainants also 
contend that the book’s use of racial slurs promotes “racial hatred, racial division, racial 
separation, and promotes white supremacy.”   

• Retained in the English curriculum by the Cherry Hill, NJ Board of Education (2007).  A resident 
had objected to the novel’s depiction of how blacks are treated by members of a racist white 
community in an Alabama town during the Depression.  The resident feared the book would upset 
black children reading it.   

• Removed (2009) from the St. Edmund Campion Secondary School classrooms in Brampton 
Ontario, Canada because a parent objected to language used in the novel, including the word 
“nigger." 

 
5. The Lord of the Rings, by J.R.R. Tolkien 

• Burned in Alamagordo, NM (2001) outside Christ Community Church along with other 
Tolkien novels as satanic. 
 

6. Native Son, by Richard Wright 
• Challenged in Goffstown, NH (1978); Elmwood Park, NJ (1978) due to "objectionable" 

language; and North Adams, MA (1981) due to the book's "violence, sex, and profanity." 
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• Challenged at the Berrian Springs, MI High School in classrooms and libraries 
(1988) because the novel is "vulgar, profane, and sexually explicit." 

• Retained in the Yakima, WA schools (1994) after a five-month dispute over what advanced 
high school students should read in the classroom. Two parents raised concerns about 
profanity and images of violence and sexuality in the book and requested that it be removed 
from the reading list.  

• Challenged as part of the reading list for Advanced Placement English classes at 
Northwest High School in High Point, NC (1996). The book was challenged because it is 
"sexually graphic and violent." 

• Removed from Irvington High School in Fremont, CA (1998) after a few parents complained 
the book was unnecessarily violent and sexually explicit. 

• Challenged in the Hamilton High School curriculum in Fort Wayne, IN (1998) because of the 
novel's graphic language and sexual content. 

 

7. Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck 
• Banned in Ireland (1953); Syracuse, IN (1974); Oil City, PA (I977); Grand Blanc, MI 

(1979); Continental, OH (1980) and other communities. 
• Challenged in Greenville, SC (1977) by the Fourth Province of the Knights of the Ku Klux 

KIan; Vernon Verona Sherill, NY School District (1980); St. David, AZ (1981) and Tell City, 
IN (1982) due to "profanity and using God's name in vain." 

• Banned from classroom use at the Scottsboro, AL Skyline High School (1983) due to 
"profanity." The Knoxville, TN School Board chairman vowed to have "filthy books" 
removed from Knoxville's public schools (1984) and picked Steinbeck's novel as the first 
target due to "its vulgar language." 

• Reinstated at the Christian County, KY school libraries and English classes (1987) after being 
challenged as vulgar and offensive.  

• Challenged in the Marion County, WV schools (1988), at the Wheaton Warrenville, IL 
Middle School (1988), and at the Berrien Springs, MI High School (1988) because the book 
contains profanity. 

• Removed from the Northside High School in Tuscaloosa, AL (1989) because the book "has 
profane use of God's name." 

• Challenged as a summer youth program reading assignment in Chattanooga, TN (1989) 
because "Steinbeck is known to have had an anti business attitude." In addition, "he was very 
questionable as to his patriotism." Removed from all reading lists and collected at the White 
Chapel High School in Pine Bluff, AR (1989) because of objections to language. 

• Challenged as appropriate for high school reading lists in the Shelby County, TN school 
system (1989) because the novel contains "offensive language."  

• Challenged, but retained in a Salina, KS (1990) tenth grade English class despite 
concerns that it contains "profanity" and "takes the Lord's name in vain." 

• Challenged by a Fresno, CA (1991) parent as a tenth grade English college preparatory 
curriculum assignment, citing profanity" and "racial slurs." The book was retained, and the 
child of the objecting parent was provided with an alternative reading assignment. Challenged 
in the Rivera, TX schools (1990) because it contains profanity. 

• Challenged as curriculum material at the Ringgold High School in Carroll Township, PA 
(1991) because the novel contains terminology offensive to blacks. Removed and later 
returned to the Suwannee, FL High School library (1991) because the book is "indecent" 

• Challenged at the Jacksboro, TN High School (1991) because the novel contains 
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"blasphemous" language, excessive cursing, and sexual overtones.  
• Challenged as required reading in the Buckingham County, VA schools (1991) because 

of profanity. In 1992 a coalition of community members and clergy in Mobile, AL requested 
that local school officials form a special textbook screening committee to "weed 
out objectionable things." Steinbeck's novel was the first target because it contains "profanity" 
and "morbid and depressing themes." 

• Temporarily removed from the Hamilton, OH High School reading list (1992) after a parent 
complained about its vulgarity and racial slurs. 

• Challenged in the Waterloo, IA schools (1992) and the Duval County, FL public 
school libraries (1992) because of profanity, lurid passages about sex, and statements 
defamatory to minorities, God, women, and the disabled.   

• Challenged at the Modesto, CA High School as recommended reading (1992) because of 
"offensive and racist language." The word "nigger" appears in the book. 

• Challenged at the Oak Hill High School in Alexandria, LA (1992) because of profanity. 
Challenged as an appropriate English curriculum assignment at the Mingus, AZ Union High 
School (1993) because of "profane language, moral statement, treatment of the retarded, and 
the violent ending." 

• Pulled from a classroom by the Putnam County, TN school superintendent (1994) "due to the 
language." Later, after discussions with the school district counsel, it was reinstated. 

• The book was challenged in the Loganville, GA High School (1994) because of its "vulgar 
language throughout." 

• Challenged in the Galena, KS school library (1995) because of the book's language and 
social implications. 

• Retained in the Bemidji, MN schools (1995) after challenges to the book's "objectionable" 
language. Challenged at the Stephens County High School library in Toccoa, GA (I995) 
because of "curse words." The book was retained. 

• Challenged, but retained in a Warm Springs, VA High School (1995) English class. Banned 
from the Washington Junior High School curriculum in Peru, IL (1997) because it was 
deemed "age inappropriate." 

• Challenged, but retained, in the Louisville, OH high school English classes (1997) because 
of profanity. 

• Removed, restored, restricted, and eventually retained at the Bay County schools in Panama 
City, FL (1997). A citizen group, the 100 Black United, Inc., requested the novel's removal 
and "any other inadmissible literary books that have racial slurs in them, such as the using of 
the word 'Nigger.'" 

• Challenged as a reading list assignment for a ninth grade literature class, but retained at the 
Sauk Rapids Rice High School in St. Cloud, MN (1997). A parent complained that the book's 
use of racist language led to racist behavior and racial harassment. 

• Challenged in O'Hara Park Middle School classrooms in Oakley, CA (1998) because it 
contains racial epithets. 

• Challenged, but retained, in the Bryant, AR school library (1998) because of a parent's 
complaint that the book "takes God's name in vain 15 times and uses Jesus's name lightly."   

• Challenged at the Barron, WI School District (1998). Challenged, but retained in the 
sophomore curriculum at West Middlesex, PA High School (1999) despite objections to the 
novel's profanity. 

• Challenged in the Tomah, WI School District (1999) because the novel is violent and contains 
obscenities. 

• Challenged as required reading at the high school in Grandville, MI (2002) because the book 
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"is full of racism, profanity, and foul language." 
• Banned from the George County, MS schools (2002) because of profanity. Challenged in the 

Normal, IL Community High Schools (2003) because the books contains "racial slurs, 
profanity, violence, and does not represent traditional values." An alternative book, 
Steinbeck's The Pearl, was offered but rejected by the family challenging the novel.  The 
committee then recommended The House on Mango Street and The Way to Rainy Mountain 
as alternatives.   

• Retained in the Greencastle-Antrim, PA (2006) tenth-grade English classes.  A complaint was 
filed because of “racial slurs” and profanity used throughout the novel.  The book has been 
used in the high school for more than thirty years, and those who object to its content have the 
option of reading an alternative reading.   

• Challenged at the Newton, IA High School (2007) because of concerns about profanity and 
the portrayal of Jesus Christ.  Newton High School has required students to read the book 
since at least the early 1980s.  In neighboring Des Moines, it is on the recommended reading 
list for ninth-grade English, and it is used for some special education students in the eleventh 
and twelfth grades. 

• Retained in the Olathe, KS ninth grade curriculum (2007) despite a parent calling the novel a 
“worthless, profanity-riddled book” which is “derogatory towards African Americans, 
women, and the developmentally disabled.”    
 

8. Oliver Twist, by Charles Dickens 
• Rosenberg v. Board of Education of City of New York, 92 N.Y.S.2d 344 (Sup. Ct. Kings 

County 1949): After considering the charge that Oliver Twist and the Merchant of Venice are 
"objectionable because they tend to engender hatred of the Jew as a person and as a race," the 
Supreme Court, Kings County, New York, decided that these two works cannot be banned from 
the New York City schools, libraries, or classrooms, declaring that the Board of Education "acted 
in good faith without malice or prejudice and in the best interests of the school system entrusted to 
their care and control, and, therefore, that no substantial reason exists which compels the 
suppression of the two books under consideration." 
 

9. One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, by Ken Kesey 
• Challenged in the Greeley, CO public school district (1971) as a non-required American Culture 

reading. 
• In 1974, five residents of Strongsville, OH, sued the board of education to remove the novel. 

Labeling it "pornographic," they charged the novel "glorifies criminal activity, has a tendency to 
corrupt juveniles and contains descriptions of bestiality, bizarre violence, and torture, 
dismemberment, death, and human elimination." 

• Removed from public school libraries in Randolph, NY, and Alton, OK (1975). 
• Removed from the required reading list in Westport, MA (1977). 
• Banned from the St. Anthony, ID Freemont High School classrooms (1978) and the instructor 

fired. The teacher sued. A decision in the case—Fogarty v. Atchley—was never published. 
• Challenged at the Merrimack, NH High School (1982). 
• Challenged as part of the curriculum in an Aberdeen, WA High School honors English class 

(1986) because the book promotes "secular humanism." The school board voted to retain the title. 
• Challenged at the Placentia-Yorba Linda, CA Unified School District (2000) after complaints by 

parents stated that teachers "can choose the best books, but they keep choosing this garbage over 
and over again." 
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10.  Slaughterhouse Five, by Kurt Vonnegut 
• Todd v. Rochester Community Schools, 200 N.W.2d 90 (Mich. Ct. App. 1972): In deciding 

that Slaughterhouse-Five could not be banned from the libraries and classrooms of the Michigan 
schools, the Court of Appeals of Michigan declared: "Vonnegut's literary dwellings on war, 
religion, death, Christ, God, government, politics, and any other subject should be as welcome in 
the public schools of this state as those of Machiavelli, Chaucer, Shakespeare, Melville, Lenin, 
Joseph McCarthy, or Walt Disney. The students of Michigan are free to make of Slaughterhouse-
Five what they will." 

• Challenged in many communities, but burned in Drake, ND (1973). 
• Banned in Rochester, MI because the novel "contains and makes references to religious matters" 

and thus fell within the ban of the establishment clause. An appellate court upheld its usage in the 
school in Todd v Rochester Community Schools, 41 Mich. App. 320, 200 N. W 2d 90 (1972). 

• Banned in Levittown, NY (1975), North Jackson, OH (1979), and Lakeland, FL (1982) because of 
the "book's explicit sexual scenes, violence, and obscene language." 

• Barred from purchase at the Washington Park High School in Racine, WI (1984) by the district 
administrative assistant for instructional services. 

• Challenged at the Owensboro, KY High School library (1985) because of "foul language, a section 
depicting a picture of an act of bestiality, a reference to 'Magic Fingers' attached to the 
protagonist's bed to help him sleep, and the sentence: 'The gun made a ripping sound like the 
opening of the fly of God Almighty."'  

• Restricted to students who have parental permission at the four Racine, WI Unified District high 
school libraries (1986) because of "language used in the book, depictions of torture, ethnic slurs, 
and negative portrayals of women." 

• Challenged at the LaRue County, KY High School library (1987) because "the book contains foul 
language and promotes deviant sexual behavior.” 

• Banned from the Fitzgerald, GA schools (1987) because it was filled with profanity and full of 
explicit sexual references:' Challenged in the Baton Rouge, LA public high school libraries (1988) 
because the book is "vulgar and offensive:' 

• Challenged in the Monroe, MI public schools (1989) as required reading in a modem novel course 
for high school juniors and seniors because of the book's language and the way women are 
portrayed.  

• Retained on the Round Rock, TX Independent High School reading list (1996) after a challenge 
that the book was too violent. 

• Challenged as an eleventh grade summer reading option in Prince William County, VA (1998) 
because the book "was rife with profanity and explicit sex:" 

•  Removed as required reading for sophomores at the Coventry, RI High School (2000) after a 
parent complained that it contains vulgar language, violent imagery, and sexual content. 

•  Retained on the Northwest Suburban High School District 214 reading list in Arlington Heights, 
IL (2006), along with eight other challenged titles.  A board member, elected amid promises to 
bring her Christian beliefs into all board decision-making, raised the controversy based on 
excerpts from  the books she'd found on the internet.   

• Challenged in the Howell, MI High School (2007) because of the book's strong sexual 
content.  In response to a request from the president of the Livingston Organization for Values 
in Education, or LOVE, the county's top law enforcement official reviewed the books to see 
whether laws against distribution of sexually explicit materials to minors had been broken. "After 
reading the books in question, it is clear that the explicit passages illustrated a larger literary, 
artistic or political message and were not included solely to appeal to the prurient interests of 
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minors," the county prosecutor wrote.  "Whether these materials are appropriate for minors is a 
decision to be made by the school board, but I find that they are not in violation of criminal laws." 

 


